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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 1500 
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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: XF, IS, PLO 

SUBJ: KUWAITI REACTIONS TO MARCH 1 1 TERRORISM IN ISRAEL 

1 . THE MARCH 1 1 TERRORIST INCIDENT ON THE HAIFA-TEL AVIV 
HIGHWAY APPARENTLY WAS DISCUSSED AT THE WEEKLY KUWAITI 
CABINET MEETING MARCH 12, AFTER WHICH MIN/CABINET 
AFFAIRS HUSSEIN TOLD NEWSMEN THAT THE INCIDENT WAS 

"THE NATURAL AND REAL WORK OF THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION. 

THE PALESTINIANS THEREBY EXERCISE THEIR NATURAL 
RIGHT. KUWAIT ALWAYS STANDS WITH THE PALESTINIAN 
REVOLUTION IN ITS EFFECTIVENESS AND ITS EFFORTS TO 
EXERT ITSELF." 

2. EDITORIAL COMMENT IN THREE KUWAITI DAILIES MARCH 13 
LAUDED THE TERRORISTS. AL RAI AL AM ASSERTED THAT THE 
INCIDENT CAUSED A 'GENERAL WAVE OF HAPPINESS" AND 
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PRIDE IN KUWAIT, AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT MORE 
"SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS" WOULD FOLLOW. AL-QABAS ALLEGED 
THAT THE INCIDENT HELPED THE "PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE" 

GAIN RESPECT, "FOR THE WORLD RESPECTS ONLY THE STRONG." 

AL-WATAN ASSERTED THAT THE TERRORIST ACTION HAD 
UNDERLINED THE FACT THAT ANY PEACE SETTLEMENT WHICH IGNORES 
THE PALESTINIANS WILL NEVER COME INTO BEING, THAT THE U.S. 
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AND ISRAEL HAD BEEN TAUGHT THIS LESSON, AND THAT SADAT'S 
INITIATIVE HAD BEEN "OVERTHROWN." 

3. COMMENT: DURING A MEETING MARCH 12 WITH FONMIN 
UNDERSEC RASHID AL-RASHID ARRANGED FOR VISITING NEA/RA 
OFFICE DIRECTOR PALMER, FORMER SEEMED TO FEEL NO REGRET 
OVER LIVES LOST IN INCIDENT IN CONTRAST TO FEELINGS 
EXPRESSED ON OTHER OCCASIONS OVER TERRORIST INCIDENTS. 

RATHER, TEL AVIV INCIDENT WAS SEEN AS RECURRING PATTERN 
FOR THE FUTURE BECAUSE OF INTRANSIGENCE OF EXPANSIONIST 
ISRAELIS WITH RESPECT TO LEGITIMATE REQUIREMENTS FOR MIDDLE EAST 
PEACE. IT SHOULD BE NOTED KUWAITI PRESS REPORTS 
SUGGESTED THAT PERSONS KILLED WERE ISRAELI SOLDIERS 
RATHER THAN INNOCENT CIVILIANS. NEVERTHELESS, ATTITUDE 
OF KUWAITI OFFICIALS TOWARD TERRORISM BY PALESTINIANS 
HAPPENS TO BE DIFFERENT WHEN ATTACK TAKES PLACE IN ISRAEL 
ITSELF. 
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